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PREFACE 


An annual record of Canadian farm family living costs from 1913 
to 1958 {s presented on the following pages. It is planned subsequently to 
compute farm living cost indexes twice each year, and a complementary series 
of price indexes for farm operating requirements is to be added. The farm 
cost of living index was prepared in the Bureau's Titenney Trade Branch of 
which Herbert Marshall, B.A., F.S.S., is Chief. It was constructed under the 
direction of EH. F. Greenway, M.A., Prices Statistician. The data relating to 
family expenditures were collected snd compiled in co-operation with the 


Agricultural Branch of the Bureau. 
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INDEX NUMBERS OF CANADIAN FARM LIVING CosTS, 1913-1938 
INTRODUCTORY 


Farm purchases may be divided broadly into two groups, the first composed 

of living requirements, and the second including a broad range of items needed for farm 
operation. The index numbers presented in this bulletin trace the movement of Canadian 
farm living costs since 1913, and will be followed by a parallel index showing fluctu- 
ations in farm operating costs. The two series will be combined to form an index num- 
ber of farm purchases to be computed at semi-annual intervals. A fixed weight arith- 
metic aggregative index related to the base year 1926 will facilitate comparison with 
other series such as the index of Canadian urban living costs and the index of whole- 
sale prices of Canadian Farm Products. It will also be comparable with the Bureau's 
index of actual farm prices for farm products now in process of computation. Besides 

& composite index for Canada, two regional living cost indexes have been established, 
one based upon price and consumption data for eastern Canada and a second upon corres- 
ponding data for western Canada. These are constructed from comparable regional group 
indexes for foods, fuel, clothing, household equipment, health and miscellaneous items. 
All weighting material was obtained’ from a special survey of purchases for 2,669 farms 
in 1954. Data from the survey relating to living costs are presented in the second 
section of this bulletin which includes lists of the items and weights employed in con- 
structing the farm cost of living index. . 


FARM LIVING COSTS IN RELATION TO OTRER PRICE GROUPS 


The movement of farm living costs in eastern and western Canada since 1913 
has been almost parallel, particularly in the post-war years. The eastern index was 
slightiy the more sensitive during the war period and again in the years of depression 
following 1929. This difference, however, appears to be of minor significance as may 
be observed from Chart 1. Starting from 63.7 and 69.4 in 1913, the respective indexes 
for eastern and western Canada reached post-war peaks of 143.9 and 145.4 in 1920. From 
then until 1938 these two series were never more than 2 points apart. They steadied at 
1035.7 and 105.9 in 1922 after a sharp recession in the two preceding years. Then follow- 
ed a long decline extending to 1933. when eastern and western averages were 79.5 and 79.3 
respectively. The 1938 index for eastern Canada was 84.3, and that for western Canada 
83.2. 


Although urban living costs showed the same general trends as farm living 
costs, the rise for the former was less marked during the war years. This was due prin- 
Cipally to the influence of the rental index in the urban series, and to a lesser extent 
to the sharper advance in the farm food index. Stability in rents and services likewise 
held the urban series almost constant from 1923 to 1930 while farm living costs were de- 
Clining. Both indexes reached a depression low in 1933, but the subsequent rise was 
Slightly more pronounced for farm than for urban living costs. Relationships between 
these two series may be observed in Chart 1 and Table l. 

The parallel was much less exact when farm living costs and wholesale prices 
of farm products were compared. An index for the latter, starting frome slightly lower . 
level in 1913, reached a peak of 160.6 in 1920, which was 10 per cent above the farm 
living cost series. The subsequent decline combined with the lerge harvests of 1923 to 

press wholesale farm product prices over 20 p.c. more than the relative level of liv- 
ing costs after the prolonged deflationary reaction which terminated in that year. Re- 
covery in 1924 and 1925 in farm product prices brought the two series into an alignment 
which was not seriously altered again until, 1930. In the general price recession which 
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extended from the latter part of 1929 to the spring months of 1933, farm product whole- 
sale prices suffered an increasing disadvantage in terms of living costs which at one | 
time exceeded 40 per cent. It was not until 19357 that this disadvantage was completely 
removed and repleced temporarily by a minor relative advantage. 


Table 1. - Index Numbers of Canadian Farm Living Costs and Related Series, 1913-1938 


(1926=100) 

Canadian Farm Living Costs - Canadian Wholesale 

Dominion Urban Prices of 

eer, Eastern Western Average Living Canadian 

Costs Farm Products 

LOLS wiske-etesstere bole 63.7 69.4 66.9 65.4 64.1 
LOMA ists olileiere als 66.6 70.5 68.2 66.0 70 «2 
WO Deters stevsis etal ‘ VL ot 73 6 dase a eh apie) ed 
LOLGS Mek eG SS ee 77.6 78.5 73.0 72.9 89.8 
LOE a elelnis sincere << 95.6 92.4 94.3  ~—« 85.6 LAS plo 

LOVER ewe at. laces 113.4 LOFT Hel igh & 97.4 A ieee ae 
LOLS? tei eo visite eiels 121.6 118.3 Y2053 107.2 146.7 
E SLO ae in oe'etule eaters 143.9 145.4 144.5 124.2 160.6 
NODA Gs aks ave. eyelet 115.4 117.5 Lub. LO9 22 103.7 
UICC ie e cie suntetsinieiets LOoe? 105.9 . 104.6 — 100.0 88.0 
E928 A iieney ceetate ace ee 104.6 106.0 105.2 100.0 81.5 
O24. ais erseateretste ais 102.4 103.9 be 8 98.0 ' 88.1 
LOCO sree eeirenas 101.9 102.7 10232 99.35 101.9 
O26 ka carerete s areiere ls 100.0 LOOT OF - 100.0 100.0 100.0 
OS Tes ates erat elas 99.0 99.5 99.2 98.4 102.1 
Pegs eis's a lerelaiat sts 97.9 98.4 ~ 98.1 98.9 LOO. 7 
DOES er eryes ese ate ots 97.9 96.4 S750 99.9 100.8 
TODAY Yaa els eteraheetnvete 94.7 93.7 94.3 99.2 82.3 
POG ec te cheer crate en 86.4 86.5 86.4 89.6 56.35 
Ge Brats «a atataretarsrs 81.0 80.9 81.0 81.35 48.1. 
Deo sie civ se vee ties 79.5 79.3 79.4 77.9 51.0 
VS OR me ss eee ge ecees 81.1 80.5 80.9 78.6 59.0 
OOM ares sero sce. ale avers 81.4 80.8 81.2 79.1 63.5 
OSG hercisic.cisieiciatae 81.7 80.9 81.4 80.8 69.4 
VOD 7 Wetec e creisieteeiete 84.9 84.0 84.5 83.1 87.1 
84.35 835.2 83.9 84.0 73.6 
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* Subject to revision. 


CONSTITUENT PRICE MOVEMENTS OF FARM LIVING COSTS 


Foods: ‘The eastern and western regional food indexes moved together almost 
as closely as the general living cost indexes. A slightly greater degree of sensitive- 
ness on the part of the eastern series was apparent in the war years and again during t 
depression, but since 1926 the two series have never differed by more than 5 per cent. 
Variations between farm and urban food price indexes were frequently of much larger pro- 
portions, due to differences in weighting and to the list of items included. Disparitie 
were particularly marked during the nost-war inflationary period when the sharpest in- 
creases in food prices appeared in basic necessities such as flour and sugar. These 
commodities were of greater importance in the farm than in the urban food budget, and 
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they rose in price much faster than som of the unprocessed foods supplied from the 
farm. The latter were extremely important in urban budgets. Since 1926 farm and 

urban food prices have shown greater similarity of movement, the only noteworthy differ- 
ence being a relatively sharper rise in the urban index since 1933, due mainly to the 
influence of pronounced increases in farm product foods. (See Chart 2 and Table 2). 


Table 2. - Index Numbers of Canadian Retail Food Prices, 1915-1958 
(1926=100) 

Farm Food Retail Price Index Numbers - _ Dominion 

a eee eonmens Urban Retail 
Year Eastern Western Dominion Food Price 

Canada Canada Average Index 

eee eae te re GE A A EE TS LL NN 
DLS: eis wb lo shea aeieeelers 68.5 75.6 71.35 66.2 
LOLA. ise -010'0 0h 600 oles 7204 76.4 : 974.0 68.9 
BOLS vc vec ccc cee sce 80.3 82.6 81.2 69.5 
TG1LG. bcs os 014.0 ee.0¥e aial6 6 87.5 87.5 87.4 a | 79e5 
LOL Tse 40s -4.eole-me sealers 6 112.9 109.7 111.6 100.0 
UDIS ceccccccsccccvecs 130.2 124.7 128.0 114.6 
EOLG 540154 0 62's i0it00 0 < 136.9 132.1 135.0 122.5 
1920 ceccccsccvsccces 163.0 160.35 161.9 141.1. 
M92) ssedsccoeeapecss 118.4 119.6 118.9 107.9 
1922 wcccveccccvescece 98.3 99.0 98.6 91.4 
19BS. ccccccccecssecers 102.7 103.3 102.9 92.1 
1924 cccccvccveciceccer 99.3 100.9 99.9 90.7 
1925 ccccccccccccvcce 101.5 103.7 102.4 94.7 
1926 cecievcdveseovsice 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
L927. :ceccccccescvccee - 99.6 101.7 100.4 \ 98.1 
ILO. e'slee sieleiele wie wie 6 ie 99.7 102.0 100.6 98.6 
LOGS 9.008 see snse se4 101.0 100.2 100.7 101.0 
1950 “ccc cccsccccccce 95.2 93.8 94.6 — 98.6 
EO. aisles ciaisin o:510.6 o'0 6 75.0 74.6 74.8 77.95 

LOSS 2 tasevcee see vee s 64.7 66.6 65.5 64.3 | 

LUGO wiewee s vewaces sigs 65.9 69.2 67.2 635.7 | 
L954 srccccccsvcnvccs 70.6 73.0 71.6 69.4 
1955 scccveseevscsese 70.9 75.1 71.8 70.4 
L956 setrecavevecscns 71.0 73.6 72.0 735 04 
St ain aie 6's.8 nae Bonieie ek 78.1 81.0 79.35 77.3 
1958 soccescvcercvoce 77.0 79.0 77.8 78.0 

Clothing: Records of rural and urban clothing price movements show a greater 


degree of similarity than corresponding food groups. Rural and urban budgets contain 
substantially the same items, manufactured from the same basic materials. Prices for 
these materials are determined by international markets, and price fluctuations of dome: 
tic manufactures appear less influenced by variations in local.markets than is the case 
for many foods. Budget differences due to quality differentials and varying emphasis 


on certain types of apparel may be considerable, but their influence upon clothing pricw 
index numbers is not great. 


The price data for regional farm clothing indexes have been taken from Toronti: 
and Winnipeg mail order catalogues. This material has been carefully scrutinized, and 
price series for individual items have been checked and tested before being accepted. 
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Erratic series were at once discarded, and index numbers for others were examined in re- 
lation to corresponding indexes for items of the same basic material. Regional compari- 
sons also were made for individual series to check trend movements and the amplitude of 
price fluctuations. It is believed that by this procedure significant changes in the 
quality of goods from year to year have been eliminated, and that reliable records of 
clothing price trends have been obtained. 


Eastern and western farm clothing price indexes have moved closely together 
since 1915, with the latter showing slightly wider fluctuations. Both series moved 
sharply higher from 1913 to 1920, the eastern series from 64.9 to 157.1 and the western 
series from 62.2 to 167.5. From then until 1933 there was an almost unbroken decline, 
quite precipitate in 1921 and 1922, and subsequently more gredual. At the 1933 low point, 
the eastern and western clothing indexes were 71.2 and 70.4 respectively. Since then 
a minor recovery carried them to 75.9 and 74.2 for 1937 and this was followed by a moder- 
ate decline in 1938. The Dominion Bureau of Statistics urban index of clothing prices 
mounted from 63.5 in 1915 to 153.2 in 1920, which was 5 per cent lower than the peak . 
level for the combined farm clothing price index. The urban series declined fester than 
the farm counterpart in 1921 and 1922, but receded more slowly from then until 1929. 
Subsequently it has been more sensitive, reaching a depression low of 67.1 in 1933 as 
compared with 70.9 for the farm indéx, and rising slightly faster in the next four years 
to 75.5 in 1938 as against 74.5 for the farm index. These differences have been related 
in large part to the relatively greater importance of woollen products in the farm cloth- 
ing group. This was particularly noticeable in the years from 1921 to 1926, when woollens 
declined fairly eteadily while cottons advanced in 1922 and 1923 before commencing a long- 
term decline. 


Table 3.- Index Numbers of Canadian Retail Clothing Prices, 1913-1938 


(1926=100) 
———————SS LESSEE ee 
Retail Price Indexes of Farm Clothing - Reon 
Year anes, wists on eel Fe ateiy ae eee Urban 
Eastern Western Dominion Clothing 
Canada Canada Average Index 
Pierre ain eh hare i ee ee eee 
MD tae pete se 64.9 62.2 63.8 © 63.3 
STE: ote wine 55,9 64 64's 69.3 65.2 . 67.7 63.9 
MUM «ols otass so vs 6S. 73.1 68.7 71.3 69.6 
MME. sla este «6s 4 00:40 83.5 78.1 81.3 79.7 
a ee 100.8 92.6 97.5 93.7 
SET: 5 63 550% ssc os ec 2157 115.1 118.7 109.5 
ee 133.2 131.9 : 132.7 125.9 
MTS SAG DL sb os 00s 157.1 167.3 161.2 153.2 
Ms > sSSh GF scceces 121.5 123.3 122.2 124.7 
Sh aaa 113.0 117.4 114.8 105.7 
rn 109.4 112.9 110.8 104.4 
SINE 56 305 9 (91 G's sv 0's 107.9 108.9 108.3 101.9 
Es 104.6 103.6 104.2 101.9 
EE 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
A 97.0 96.7 96.9 97.5 
ES oe ship sce sh o's 0 93.0 93.2 93.1 97.4 
SEES a eed scvdc sce . 91.7 89.6 90.9 96.9 
TE pBe kG s oc.c000% 86.8 87.5 87.1 93.9 
a es Sa 79.4 81.4 80.2 82.2 
MES ce litys crceces 74.1 75.4 74.6 72.3 
ee cei akeccsces’ yale 70.4 70.9 67.1 
Me patccscsccccce 72.1 71.9 72.0 69.7 
nee tc tocces 72.4 70.9 71.8 69.9 
SS 73.0 70.9 72.2 70.5 
na." 75.9 74.2 75.2 72.7 
esi cecccee 75.5 73.1 74.5 73.3 
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Fuel: The movement of fuel prices offers a considerable contrast from that of 
other budget groups. Markets are more limited than for most commodities due to the high 
cost of transporting the bulky fuels, coal, coke, and wood. Market areas for gas and 
electricity are also relatively narrow, although the latter is now being relayed consider 
able distances. Stable conditions of supply and high proportions of labour and service 
costs provide other unusual price features. Farm fuel budgets differ considerably from 
urban budgets in the relative amounts of wood and coal contained. Wood is generally 
much more important in the ferm than in-the urban budget, and since it is relatively 
plentiful in most farm areas, actual fuel expenditure on farms is typically less than in 
city areas. Electricity which is an item in nearly all urban budgets, has not yet come 
into general use upon Cenadian farms and is not included in the farm cost of living index. 
Gas, of course, is almost entirely an urban fuel. Coal oil which is used extensively as 
a rural pen ae fuel has little place in urban expenditures. 


. Differences between eastern and western farm fuel pri te ieee were due mainly 
to the greater imvortance of coal and coke in the western series relative to wood which 
was the major item of fuel in the east. No pronounced advance in fuel prices occurred 
until 1917. Starting from 52.2 and 80.2 respectively in 1913 the eastern and western ~ 
fuel series moved to 53.35 and 74.2 in 1916. The post-war peak was 113.0 in 1921 for the 
east and 122.2 in 1920 for the west. Subsequent reaction was mich more gradual than in 
other budget groups and continued until 1938, when the eastern index was 83.3 and the 
western 76.4. The urban fuel index has remained within a few points of the eastern farm 
series since 1921. It moved from 65.8 in 1913 to 63.2 in Ee and then up to 109.2 in 
1921. Since then it has moved down to 85.2 in 1938. 


As in the case of foods, it has been necessary to use urban price averages for 
fuels.. In view of their extremely stable nature, it is believed that this procedure would 
make less difference to an index of farm fuel prices than it would for foods. 


Table 4. ~ Index Numbers of Canadian Retail Fuel Prices, 1913-1938 


(1926=100) 
ee Farm Fuel Retail Price Index Numbers - Doninion 
Year Eastern Western Dominion Urban Fuel 
Canada Canada Average Index 
1913 eeoveeeeseeeesve0 00 © me) ore 80.2 63.4 65.8 
ar. alle cuvievals aferetecere Or ak 78.9 62.8 64.5 ~ 
GUS irate abe ialete fev oka auc lee oie 53.0 74.2 61.5 63.2 
LO UG theta ate hits aioe eis atohonens 9 Hoyo) 74.2 61.7 64.5 
LOL eee ete GHEE atc sare overtone’ ¢ 69.8 80.0 73.9 V1.7 
1918 S etberatare es ols seis rare are 89.8 91.” 90.6 78.9 
LOOT toe etete rate als ielelcvs ats 93.7 102.8 97,5 86.2 
LOCO st aeons bie atetsleiotatats ieee ea we 116.2 102.6 
1921 e@®@eaeaepetoeoeoe eo eGe2eoaeeeoess 113.0 120.7 116.1 109.2 
LOCA as Ste etetattretece aces aieis 105.9. 108.8 LOV aw 104.6 
1923 a ale MII oie scales 104.9 107.2 F 105.8 104.6 
1924 @see@eseeceevogvseegesve 101.5 105.0 102.9 102.0 
LORS tare late tenets sale nteteters 100.2 102.8 101.2 100.0 
1926 @eseeeaeveeseeoovoe deen oe 100.90 hs ‘100.0 100.0 100.0 
1927 ®eeoeoseaeoeaeeaevoeeeveoeso ee ® 99.3 98.4 . 98.9 97.9 
1928 ®eoeoeeoe coneeveeoevdagesae 99.1 97.9 98.6 96.9 
. 1929 ©e#eeeGeeeaeaeeseeeosee® 98.4 93.35 96.4 96.4 
1930 e®oesoo eee oe oeoeoeoaesc oe 96.8 90.6 94.3 95.7 . 
1931 @eeoeaeeseseseenvnee heen 95.6 88.0 92.6 94.2 
1932 @eeseeeoeeoeoeee soee ove 92.2 Sle? 88.0 91.4 
Oa ete wine anice sa cee ews 86.2 76.8 82.4 87.7 
1934 ©? © HP CLCHHHKEHBHTSHGBEe s 86.28 96.3 82.2 bd 87.7 
1935 ®eoeceoes eee eoeouvseee © 84.9 76.7 81.6 86.8 
1936 eoeeooeo vse G@2eeseseeeeesese 83.9 75.8 80.7 86.4 
1 he! ly SR ae A 83.5 Tome 80.3 84.9 
1938 @eespeoesoeeeaesvseoeoe 86 6 83.3 76.4 80.5 85.2 
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Fousshold Equipment: The household equipment group is composed of a wide 
range of items including furniture, hardware, bedding and linens, cleaning supplies 
and pharmaceuticals. Price series have been chosen from Toronto and Winnipeg mail 
order catalogues after the same careful testing to which clothing price series were 
subjected. The similarity of eastern and western indexes was again quite marked, and 
their behaviour was generally similar to that for indexes of foods and clothes. The 
narrow price movements of hardware utensils reduced the amplitude of group index 
fluctuations to a smaller range than those for foods and clothing, particularly in the 
years since 1950. ; 


Starting from 65.1 and 63.0 respectively in 1915, the eastern and western 
household equipment price index numbers reached peaks of 159.7 and 136.1 in 1920. Sub- 
sequently there was an unbroken decline, pronounced in 1921 and 1922, and then quite 
gradual until 1933, when low points of 87.4 and 88.6 respectively were reached by the 


eastern and western series. Subsequent recovery which was most pronounced in 1957 moved 


these indexes up temporarily to 96.3 and 95.5, but in 1958 the index was 94.1 in both 

regions. Except in 1918 and 1919, the eastern and western series were never more than 
4 points apart. No exact comparison. with urban prices was possible for this and later 
group indexes presented. 


Table 5. - Index Numbers of Canadian Farm Household Equipment Retail Prices, 1915-19358 
(1926=100 ) 


Year | Eastern Canada § Western Canada Dominion Average 


2913.45 calcein bAloaee eles 65.1 63.0 64.3 
FOIA eid vig cece oes ees 65.3 63.4 64.5 
VOIS ccc Hee ee wate sata te 68.6 65.6 67.4 
TUG FRC eee ae a er ere 74.6 70.5 73.0 
BOLD Sora tacoma s ei aiens.cees 84.9 82.7 84.0 
TOES een whip av'eicaa were ele 105.8 96.4 102.0 
TOO eee lee aeld tie cieitets 112.5 104.2 109.2 
TOO" cet ve Sec e etek esau 139.7 "136.1. 138.3 
LOS Wirtc sera laco¥ OE Secs 115.3 116.6 115.8 
BES Bete dats ewle ee nik & sista’ 103.3 106.4 104.5 
MO tee adios wath ole cee aalene 106.4 108.2 107.21 
OEM os iuia/dcieiathie we ae nie oie. 104.2 105.5 104.7 
OES ore cules oleh tide wees os 101.0 101.7 101.3 
OO era Yvan ate ob oc eats 100.0 100.0 100.0 
POAT oer arta ec by eel, ie ia | 96.7 98.8 97.5 
Poe tse ee eee 97.2 97.5 — 97.3 
5 2025: PN POL ae pa AL 97.5 96.4 97.1 
0 aioiss cc prebiarewaiciae ereveictete 96.1 96.0 96.1 
1931 ®OCCSCHR SSCS SABO SC HHeEOBBE 91.3 92.8 91.9 
1932 OSC SHH SH EOHSOCSSORS REBELS 90.9 » 91.5 91.1 
i Re ES ype in ea 87.4 88.6 87.9 
MUNA, Uainiahs a 0oils bee Cex ke nek 89.4 90.4 89.8 
RG oni cnaie aiole« ote wii cts ahora 88.9 90.9 89.7 
PISA ae eo ae 90.9 91.7 91.2 
ilk 7 eee ae ee 96.3 95.3 95.9 
1938 CSCHOC CHE OCECO HERO eEOBES 94.1 94.1 94.1. 
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Realth Maintenance: Due to the lack of other data fro 

Sentence enema eee ee 
health maintenance index for that period is based entirely upon nanieirarea’ ce 
then on it was possible to obtain an adequate record of changes in some of the standard 
fees for medical and dental doctors. Eospital rates rose steadily from 1913 to 1930 
and the movement was gradual and comparable as between eastern and western areas. ce 
doubtedly the quality of service rendered to patients improved materially during this 
period, but it has been impossible to make any evaluation of this improvement. From 
1950 to 1936, hospital rates recorded a minor recession as aid medical doctors' fees 
also. Those for dentists fell more sharply, being chiefly responsible for the decline 
in health maintenance indexes from 1930 to 1934. Minor increases since that time have 
been due mainly to revisions in medical fees for visits and consultations. 


‘The eastern and western health maintenance indexes mounted from 56.0 and 59.1 
respectively in 1915 to 102.3 and 100.6 in 1929. In the next five years they receded 
to 90.5 and 87.3, but by 1937 had moved moderately upward to 92.6 and 88.8. 


Table 6.- Index Numbers of Canadian Farm Family Health Maintenance Costs, 1913-1937* 


(1926=100) 

—— SS Sa en 

Year Eastern Canada Western Canada Dominion Average 

Pe ee 155) |! See i! ee ee ee es ee ee 
1913 @ecoseeesceves Ooeoeeeeee8 56.0 59.1 57.2 
1914 @eeenoeaoeoaoe eee eoeeeooeoe ee ee See 60.0 58.3 
1915 @eeeevseeoevz,e © COG ee oe eee 57.9 66.1 61.2 
1916 @eeeaoeosvoseescoeoeaeeneenueeeva od 8366 59.0 67.5 62.4 
1917 @eseeeeaeo ooo eeeoece eevee ed@ 63.3 69.2 S5o7 
1918 @eseeaeeeoeoseevessveeeoe e008 71.0 fp Cae, 
1919 @eeeoeoeoevdve CGeooaoeeeeeeeoeeee @ 79.6 79.9 79.7 
1920 @eeeesaeeoseoecoseeoonoeeveaesoveoee 83.8 89.8 86.2 
1921 @eeceoeoooseGeseoveeoee sed 91.7 $2.6 92.1 
1922 @eeeoeeecscoe Sseoeceeone as 94.0 92.2 93.3 
1923 Ceoeeesceseoeoeeseseres 95.8 92.5 94.5 
1924 e@eceeeoeeeeneeeeoeoeveeee 96.3 96.8 96.5. 
ec as «ooo tnee 98.8 98.6 98.7 
1926 @rseeeenee eee eee eeoeoe 60 @ 100.0 100.0 100.0 
1927 @eeeeoevesveeeooeoeeoeoeeoe? 100.0 99.7 99.9 
1928 e@eeoeneeeoeooseeoev eee eevee sd 101.6 100.4 LO ok 
MT ad wn 06% 6 60,5 4 00 2 0.00 0.6.0 102.3 100.6 101.6 
Ooo er 101.6 99.8 100.9 
1931 eeeoevoeveeoeoeeeaeeeeoeoe ee 8 99.4 97.3 98.6 
RUS 2000scresercceccccses 94.4 91.8 93.4 
1933 @eeeoeaespeoeaonaeseeeoeeoee ed 91.6 89.1 90.6 
1934 eeeeeeoesepeee eo eoeoe G22 90.5 87.3 89.2 
Pics ce bo ce ko oes teroee ee 91.8 88.6 90.5 
MO Gapaed scccetoceccesers 92.0 88.5 90.6 
TS ed one bee 04.0008 66 92.6 88.8 O14, 


eet et aly OL CC EL A ALLL LAL ALL ALLL LLL LALLA 


* Annual data for 1938 indexes not available at time of publication. 
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Miscellaneous Living Costs: In addition to the items entering into the 
groups presented above, there are many residual living expenditures which form a con- 
siderable proportion of total farm living costs. It is not possible to obtain records 
for a significant number of these items as far back as 1913, but from 1926 onward 
records for life insurance, newspapers and periodicals, tobacco and telephone rates have 
been combined into a miscellaneous group for which indexes are presented below. Despite 
their heterogeneous composition, variations in costs of these items are not greatly 
dissimilar. They are all commodities or services which fluctuate very little, and as 
may be observed from the following table, showed only a minor reaction to depressionary 
influences between 1929 and 1933. Actually the low point for this group came in 1934 
when the eastern index was 96.5 and that for western Canada 96.3. Corresponding 1937 
indexes were 98.0 and 98.1. 


Table 7. - Index Numbers of Miscellaneous Farm Living Costs, 1926-1937* 


(1926=100) 
Year Eastern Canada Western Canada Dominion Average 
LUZO: ‘swale 4 s.415 616.50 0 4.05:5 ee s99 100.0 100.0 100.0 
TUG) ws 0.00 ecielee's 60.65 04164 9.0°0 100.8 100.7 100.8 
LIZB secrsovscocccecceneviecs 99.2 | 99.1 99.2 
LOZG Wi wielesiscewe'e's cece eels 5's 99.1 99.0 99.1 
LQOO sce suesles sevscs's ses oes 98.9 (98.9 98.9 
L951 ccvcvecccccscoccccsece 99.1 98.9 99.0 
EOSZ) Ve ceussadsssecceee selec 97.0 96.8 96.9 
LOSS cccsvewecscccessoseses 96.8 96.6 96.7 
1934 COCR SCHLHECEOSHTEHHOLEOD 96.5 96.3 96.4 
1935 ®@9@e@SeoeGOooaeoeeoeeose 866% 0 @ ; 97.6 97.6 97.6 
L9SG scccsectcoccscscccoens 98.1 98.1 98.1 
1937 @®@ee@eeoodooe Geode eoeeoaeose 6 @ 98.0 98.1 98.0 


See SS Bead ae 


* Annual data for 1938 not available at time of publication. 


15. 


NOTE ON REGIONAL PRICE FLUCTUATIONS IN RELATION TO FARM LIVING COSTS 


The scattered position of Canada's agricultural areas, and differences in 
slimate, living customs, and access to retail distributing centres all tend to create 

an attitude of doubt towards any single price index purporting to measure the general 
shange in price movements for Canada as a whole. Under such circumstances there is a 
iefinite possibility that regional differences in price trends may make any general 
Janadian index unsuitable for use in studying the price problems of a particular area. 
for this reason, considerable attention was given during the construction of the forego- 
ing index series to regional differences in price movements and in consumption habits, 
to decide how many regional, farm cost of living indexes are needed to represent Canadian 
farm areas. These differences proved surprisingly small as the foregoing eastern and 
stern regional indexes demonstrate. It has been considered advisable to maintain 
regional series, however, for the information they reveal concerning the nature of the 
country's price structure, although it is doubtful whether the differences in these in- 
exes between 1913 and 1938 are significant statistically. 


In interpreting the meaning of these regional indexes it should be kept con- 
stantly in mind that they have been based upon prices throughout the past twenty-five 
years for goods of as nearly a fixed standard of quality as possible. Undoubtedly, there 
have been considerable changes in regional living standards since 1915 which an index 

of this type does not reflect. The fact that eastern and western price indexes have shown 
the same movements throughout the period should not be interpreted as a reflection of 
comparable economic conditions. Price changes are only one of several factors including 
income and custom which contribute to existing standards of living. 


Before it was decided to construct eastern and western farm cost of living in- 
dexes, experiments were made with provincial data on prices and consumption. . If impor- 
tant regional differences in price movements were to be found, it was considered that . 
they might reasonably be sought among items of the food budget. Local market conditions 
probably affect food price levels more than those of any other budget group, and accord- 
ingly experimental provincial price indexes were made for foods to decide upon the need 
of regional detail in farm cost of living records. One set of weights was used for the 
four western provinces, and another for the three eastern provinces covered in the test. 
The resultant indexes for the period 1913-1938 are presented in Table 9. Differences 
between the highest ‘and lowest constituent indexes in any of these years never- exceeded 
6 per cent for the eastern group and 7 per cent for the western group. From 1926 to 
1937 ranges of difference seldom were more than 3 per cent. In view of this marked de- 
gree of comparability, price representation in the east was limited to Quebec and Ontario, 
and in the west to Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Alberta. The close uniformity of provin- 
eial indexes also seemed to warrant the use of averages of urban food prices in these 
compilations. No historical record of small town prices was available, and the establish- 
ment of an adequate current record from a representative number of places of that type 
would be a laborious and costly undertaking. This appeared unnecessary when provincial 
urban indexes revealed such similarity of pattern. If provincial differences were small, 
it is reasonable to suppose that trend differences between small and large distributing 
points might be even less within a given province. The 50 odd urban centres in the five 
provinces mentioned above include most of the major distributing points in Canada and 
are sufficiently well distributed to give a fair representation of marketing areas. 

Local differences in farm produce prices were considered of little consequence since 
these foods form a small proportion of farm food purchases. 


A comparison of relationships between Canadian and United States price index 
numbers of farm and urban foods is significant in this connection since comparable price 
series in Canada and the United States have long shown close similarity of movements. 
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The United States Department of Agriculture price index of farm foods is based upon 
returns from small centres supplying prices of farm requirements directly, while index 
numbers of food prices are computed by the National Industrial Conference Board from 
United States Bureau of Labor retail urban prices. For test purposes annual farm food 
indexes for the United States were divided by corresponding annual price index numbers 

of urban food requirements. The resultant series showed. the percentage of difference 
(plus or minus) between the two sets of indexes when related to a common base year 1926. 
A similar series was computed for Canada using the farm food price index described above 
and the Dominion Bureau of Statistics urban food price series. Comparison of these 

two sets of ratics show significant parallels and contrasts. | 


Table 8. = Percentage Relationship of Retail Price Index Numbers of Foods Purchased 
a by Farmers and Urban Dwellers, 1914-1935 | 


(Farm Food Indexes divided by Corresponding Urban Food Indexes) 


Year Canada United Difference 

States 

NODS: iiss io 0 so putlele a Aalbiecsteiaaelece 87, +11 a 
DOLD: cpisis\aliis oginie ueanie esate + 17 + 14 3 
DOL Gio culajas ccoinivisialeia oie alereus +13 +19 4 
PONT tise cis 0'o see wes ee eines + 12 + 9 3 
MOLES 5 cgisiaial eicinin ales sia seceieiecniars +12 + 4 8 
LOLS gxintale dog aizipieneinie ce 'evs 6 eis + 10 +16 6 
DODO cre a eameeiche ccc +15 + 5 10 
OGL g.e scm iaearereisis ocala res + 10 = § 15 
BGA, ok aie pialets 6 ob ie.6uace beta + 8 + 3 5 
OES) pit pisiovals aavate wie mete +12 + 6 6 
DOES. ca tnsilaierha: aolsvaiccn ont einiers + 10 +5 oS 
ABO’ plataie Sia naseleicihince «cles + 8 + § 3 
ESIAIS ‘sar etbi ace. 's sale! evsierats oldce a ee ai 0 0 
SEL, sd. <:0. eel atnin Stila aueniteaa caer + 2 + 1 1 
OME” cae. dreia ala eiare qarete.c ans. ere Ae + 1 
TOE ea duis Miceieietaiela oiectta locas 0 - @ 2 
LO ede state te Gore eanun sale ted 4 = 3 ir 
MON dainces saceidtelete’s eke renee - 3 - 7 4 
EDGR lesa ainesiath Ghee seats cn + 2 = 

LOGS sins eettin nee: + 5 - ‘ ts 
1 OBA a cintats oc « ehaiaieeteate + 8 tL 2 
AOD. caiais Males foie sala ntiie Gceie aire + 2 eee 1 


Plus signs in the above table indicate thet farm price indexes were higher 
than corresponding urban indexes, and conversely minus signs point to urban indexes 
higher than their farm counterparts relative to the base year 1926. Differences between 
the two sets of ratios were quite marked during the post-war inflationary period and 
| again during the depression years centring around 1932. Special factors related to 

abnormal economic conditions undoubtedly contributed to this disparity. It seems sig- | 
nificant, however, that during the war years and again during 1934 and 1935, both 
periods considerably removed from the base year 1926, that these ratios showed a close 
degree of uniformity. Only in four years from 1914 to 1935 did the Canadian series of 
ratios differ by more than 6 per cent from the corresponding United States series. 
It is a reasonable inference, therefore, that relationships between urban retail food 
prices and retail food prices in smaller rural distributing points customarily show 
movements which are closely similar. 
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Returning to the question of the effect of provincial price differences upon 
regional food retail price index numbers, the following table is presented showing separ- 
ate farm food price index numbers for seven provinces. As noted earlier, two sets of 
weights were used in compiling these series, one for Nova Scotia, Quebec, and Ontario 
using eastern consumption averages, and a second set for Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta, 
and British Columbia using western consumption averages. 


Table 9. - Test Index Numbers of Retail Prices for Foods Farmers’ Buy, 19135-1938 


‘Eastern Group Western Group 
N.S. Que. Ont. Eastern Man. Sask. Alta. B.C. Western 
Average Average 


ro] 67.8 72.9 78.1 75.8 
4 71.8 73.9 78.35 75.3 78.5 76.5 
2 79.6 7S 6 83.9 82.8 84.7 82.8 
E916 seacccoce 82.9 88. 7 86.5 84.2 88.5 87.7 86.9 87.5 
1917 wecseeeee 109.4 111 6 112.0 106.9 109.5 112.0 107.7 109.6 
1918 ..eseeeee .126.4 1351.3 129.1 129.4 122.2 126.2 1284.3 121.4 124.5 
BILD cc ccrccce 134.9 157.5 136.5 (1356.4 1352.1 “133.6. 130.1 ° 128.1 © 1312.8 
1920 .eeccoeee . 158.8 163.7 162.3 162.1 162.5 159.6 160.0 158.7 160.2 
1921 ...e00ee. 116.9 120.0 117.0 118.1 118.8 119.6 120.1 120.1 119.6 
1922 ceevceees 96.9 99.9 96.8 98.0 98.8 98.8 99.5 100.2 99.1 
1925 ..ecoeee- 102.4 104.3 101.1 102.6 104.5 103.8 101.9 102.9 103.3 
1924 ceccccces 99.4 100.5 98.4 99.5 101.3 100.8 100.9 99.5 100.8 
1925 .ccesecee 102.0 102.6 100.4 101.6 103.3 103.7 104.0 102.7 103.6 
1926 wccccevee 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
1927 wcccceces 99.4 100.0 99.5 99.7. 101.0 102,2..6201,.553010255 1930858 
1928 wcccccece 98.4 99.9 100.4 99.4 100.0 102.9 102.0 102.5 102.0 
1929 eeoeeeeee 100.4 100.8 101.2 100.9 99.3 100.7 100.2 99.3 100.2 
1950 .cccccerve 96.0 95.6 94.9 95.4 93.0 94.1 935.7 93.6 93.7 
OSL cesececee 77.4 757 74.3 75.5 75 6 74.6 75.8 76.4 74.7 
BOSS scoseccse 66.2 64.8 64.5 65.0 67.5 66.5 66.2 67.0 66.6 
1935 wacccvvee 66.1 65.9 65.9 65.9 70.4 69.0 68.6 68.8 69.1 
0934 wcccccces - 69.3 70.2 70.9 70.3 74.0 73.1 72.9 72.9 735.0 
1935 wcccceces 69.3 70.7 71.0 70.5 74.0 73.2 72 0% 735.0 7541 
1956 wscccccee 70.0 71.2 70.8 70.8 74.56 72.5 72.8 74.4 73.4 
1957 woccccces 77.35 7767 78.4 78.1 82.2 80.4 81.2 82.5 ‘ 81.0 
1938 e@eoeeveoeees Vi 78.1 76.4 1762 80.0 78.8 78.2 81.0 79.0 


1913 e@eeeoeoee 6 65.4 6 75.9 77.0 
1914 @eeeeoeoe 70.0 if 


5 
3 
1915 cevecceee 77.4 80.2 
5 
9 


It may be noted that the dispersion of provincial indexes around corresponding 
regional indexes was reduced greatly in the post-war years and that it was greater in 
western than in eastern Canada. As noted above, in neither area did the range of dis- 
persion exceed 7 per cent, while for the 24 years from 1913 to 1938 it averaged 2.8 per 
cent for the eastern provinces and 3.5 for those in the west. 
| 


So far attention has been devoted to differences in food price index numbers 
which might be caused from variability in price behaviour. However, close comparability 
in this respect does not rule out the possibility of significant variation in regional 


price series due to different habits of consumption. As a check upon the importance 
of consumption differences, separate indexes for five provinces were computed for 1916 
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and 1931, using provincial consumption averages derived from the 1954 farm expenditure 
survey. The greatest degree of index dispersion during the war and post-war periods 
due to price occurred in these two years. 


A comparison of indexes based upon regional and upon provincial consumption 
averages for 1916 and 1931 is shown below. 


Table 10. - Test Index Numbers of Farm Food Purchases, 1916 and 1931 


(1926=100) 
—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— eee 
a Fs 19°35 1 

Provincial Regional Provincial Regional 

Weights Weights Weights Weights 
Nova Scotia .erccccecos 80.9 82.9 76.5 77.4 
Quebec eeeeerseneeeee oe 87.9 88.3 74.8 (Set 
Ontario D299 SSeS SO ee eS 87.1 86.7 75.4 9714.3 
Manitoba @eeseeeeoeeeeoeoeese 86.2 84.2 76.2 75.6 
Saskatchewan eeeosoveees 84.4 88.5 75.9 74.6 
Alberta eoenseoevueodseeenwe & 86.8 87.7 75.0 73.8 
British Columbia ...«. 85.35 86.9 76.5 76.4 


The greatest difference in 1916 due to weights amounted to less than 5 per 
cent and in 1931 no difference exceeded 1.5 per cent. It may be observed also that 
provincial weights did not increase materially the range of dispersion in provincial in- 
dexes during these years. . 
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CANADIAN FARM LIVING EXPENDITURES, 1934 

The construction of a Canadian series 

has been seriously retarded by the lack of detai 
nature for the different farming areas of Canada. Since this materiel was considered 

indispensable to an accurately weighted index, a Special canvass of farm expenditures of 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics. crop correspondents was made for the calendar year 1934, 

Useful records collected through the mail from 2,669 correspondents were tabulated upon 


a@ regional basis to reveal the influence of geography and types of farming upon goods 
purchased. 


of price index numbers of farm purchases 
led expenditure records of a comparable 


Compilations based upon the 2,669 records do not constitute a complete farm 
expenditure survey. The schedule used was designed specifically to provide index number 
weights. It included mch detail not required for farm expenditure analysis, and omitted 
other facts of considerable significance for this purpose. Apart from its use in pro- 
viding price index number weights, however, this material is of value for regional com- 
parisons. Although approximate in character, it represents the first effort to provide 
a basis of cross-sectional study of the expenditures for Canadian farms in the principal 
agricultural areas. The comparatively large number of records secured and the consistency 


of frequency distributions yielded by the data, appear sufficient to ensure a significant 


series of averages. 


F Table 11. - Distribution and Composition of Farm Femilies in the Survey 


Area mae of Persons of Adults of Children. 
} per Family per Family under 18 Years 
Maritime Provinces... 153 5.8 3.7 2.1 
ETRE ISR 8 sa a 384 8.4 4.6 3.8 
Ontario @eeeeoeooeoe eee 086 512 5.0 364 Leo 
Menitoba a's We Sew vase 458 j 6.0 3.6 2.4 
Saskatchewan ...ccceos 639 5.7 3.9 S32 
DEEPER os han oe0 6s 00.0 523 Sed 3.3 2.0 


These averages are moderately higher than corresponding data from the 1951 
census. : 


Family expenditure estimates cover items purchased for cash or upon credit. 
It is estimated that the recorded amount of such purchases would comprise about 90 a 
cent of all ordinary farm family living expenditures. In addition to goods ane ene ee 
these families used considerable amounts of food and fuel furnished from ee payee 
of the milk, eggs and vegetables consumed by farm families are home produce pn 
do not appear in budget expenses. Such items were not listed upon the scape as sane 
schedule. Neither were many relatively one cash ee ee _ aN 

s ifts, etec., for which no pric . 

7, cicthine, sstinates of total expenditure were obtained in addition to de 


tail regarding staple items. 


Since farm income in 1934 was below average, further estimates were etapa 
nr 
‘covering purchases of clothing and other more durable goods in a "normal" year in 
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to obtain a general idea of the magnitude of expenditure reductions in times of de- 
pression. These figures are referred to in later paragraphs, although it is realized 
that the concept of normality may be subject to widely differing interpretations. The 
year 1928 was suggested on the schedule for reference in giving these estimates, and 
where estimated "normal" averages were materially above those for 1934, adjustments in 
the latter were made for weighting purposes. 


Frequency Distributions of Basic Data 


Examples of the different types of frequency distributions presented by farm. 
family expenditures are contained in the following tables. Besides providing a basis 
of assessing the value of averages computed from these data they reveal clear-cut differ 
ences in 1954 expenditures between necessities and other kinds of goods. Amounts re- 
ported for food expenditures form fairly normal distributions with the commonest annual 
outlay falling between $100 and $150 per family. It is evident fran these figures that 
& high proportion of food consumption was provided by home-grown produce. This con-- 
clusion is supported by variations between frequency distributions for basic foods not 
produced at home, such as sugar; and others which in many cases were supplied wholly. 
or partially by home production, such as flour. In some areas much flour is ground at 
local grist mills from the farmer's own wheat and the grinding is paid for by additional 
wheat given to the miller. Sugar frequencies approximated a normal distribution while 
those for flour were more scattered. This was particularly true in areas where grist 
mills are most common. Frequencies have been converted to percentage form to equalize 
differences in reports received. It will be noted that the number of cases differs 
somewhat in each table. Differences for food and clothing represent cases where no 
estimate of total expenditures for these groups was made. For furniture and doctors' 
fees, presumably the difference is made up of a considerable number of families making 
no expenditure of this sort, although a few families may have failed to remember small 
amounts expended, more particularly for house furnishings. 


Table 12. = Percentage Fre quency Distributions of Family Food Expenditures, 1934 


Interval Maritimes Quebec Ontario | Manitoba Saskatchewan Alberta 


3 (Percentage of Cases in Specified Ranges 

Paw GUY sigeteaio pra 76 10 3 8 5 5 
a} es Les em oe 37 30 24 32 23 24 
101. <150 S8d, A: 21 26 35 42s 33 go 2288t oa 
TOL <=200" ssecencc. 19 12 20 14 18 20 
BOI PSO sts cca: iy 12 | 10 6 9 ) 
261 <S00"%), 2555... 4 5 5 4 5 7: 
SOL*=350' faves, 2: 2 3 3 Paes t 3 4 
351 + tle sleet 2 2 2 2. 5 3 

Mote? tues «derex 100 100 100 100 100 100 
No. of Cases .... 126 325 384 372 639 542 
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Table 15. - Frequency Distribution of Farm Family Flour and Sugar Purchases, 1954 


a 


Se 


ae ————. 2 
—— a a a te eee we eee 


Interval Maritimes Quebec Ontario Manitoba Saskatchewan Alberta 
(pounds ) 


Flour Sugar Flour Sugar Flour Sugar Flour Sugar Flour Sugar Flour Sugar 


Number of Families Reporting) 
<n LOO seeees 6 


5 6 5 2 3 5 1 a 
e245 LUNES Hs Wook ae. ewas to 16 Set} is) « S> 19 8 ..e8 
Boietsm..... 9 51 9 2 14 26 4 25 3 28 6 8 
ByteaG s,s... 6 17 6 16 9 22 Sih. 4 Cog Sitter, ~g UE 4 
@01- 500 ...... 5 & 7. 14 6 19 6 g Minggh.. «9 OF 4) 
eo 5 7 8 3 7 ae 9 S Garis 08 ~¢ 
Bole ..ss-. 10 1 3 3 4 3 Te Ee Fa ees 
POMPEO ss s.05 7 1 6 2 9 3 9 2 7 4 q Ghee s 
REGO cuss. 9 - 9 “Je ad 2 16 541-19 Mees 86 Qh 
001-1200 ...... 19 = 26 = 881) Eas = Ae BO = 39 - 
BOi-1400..,.... 4 - 3 : 3 2 é : 6 - 5 - 
401-2000 ...... 16 - ge - 7 = gedit’. take CPO *° 1s) 
1000+ Pe 3 - 10 - - - 6 - 6 PER” Ser ate 


lo. of Cases ... 125 151 326 393 328 348 309 426 487 659 407 586 


——E—————EEEE ana 


Clothing expenditure frequencies showed a marked degree of concentration be- 
tween $50 and $100 per family, although a considerable number of families spent between 
$100 and $300 for clothing. In Saskatchewan where farm incomes were most sharply reduced 
juring the depression, more than 50 per cent of reporting correspondents indicated family 
lothing expenditures of not more than $100. 


Table 14. - Percentage Frequency Distributions of Family Clothi Expenditures, 19354 


| Interval Maritimes Quebec Ontario Manitoba Saskatchewan Alberta 
ceereven. 0) se 

| $ (Percentage of Cases in Specified Ranges ) 

| 1 - 50 eeceeeone? 24 24 19 18 22 18 
(51 -100 @eesveeeee0 30 29 He Ye) 32 32 29 
eT OO 5 ao « are ve » 24 24 18 22 22 20 
151 -200 eveeee0808 11 12 1% 13 9 14 
201 -250 eecosensee iL 7 ‘| 6 4 ; 7 
251 -500 eeeoeveoeses 4 4 2 4 4 5 
300 + eeesoeeoe @ 6 6 > 5 4 9 
| 

| Total sseeeee 100 100 100 100 100 100 
Io. of CasGS coco 115 326 376 360 639 505 


eee ee eS 


For more durable goods such as furniture expenditure concentration points were 


still lower than for foods and clothing, and many families reported no outlay at all 
ander such headings. 
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Table 15. - Percentage Frequency Distributions of Family Expenditure on Furniture — 
; and Furnishings, 1954 ba fi 


Interval Maritimes Quebec Ontaric Manitoba Saskatchewan Alberta 


i ct A A ND 
$ (Percentage of Cases in Specified Ranges) 

In» 201A See oeiks 55 60 55 64 ; 67 52 

21 = 40 ©8026 90 06 12 1? 23 15 15 15 

41 = 60 @ee00e28000 12 g 11 ll 6 8 
61 =- 80 eeo0en020029 5 6 2 6 > 6 
81 -100 e@eeeoesod 9g ik 6 3 3 8 

1O1l + @eeaeaeensd vi 9 3 1 6 11 
Total seccovcs 100 100 100 100 100 100 

No. of Cases woo 58 158 237 191 292 — 260 


Frequency distributions for dectors fees provided another example of pro- 
nounced concentration at very low levels with approximately half of the returns showing — 
no expenditure under this heading. Of those making such outlay, more than one-third 
showed expenditures of $10 or less. The same type of distribution appeared in hospital | 
bills with approximately 10 per cent of returns showing hospital expenditures. 


Table 16. - Percentage Frequency Distributions of Family Expenditure on Doctors' Fees, 
1934 


Interval ' Maritimes — Quebec Ontario Manitoba Saskatchewan Alberta 


LL DLE AD TEE ES LE LE LE LE LL LS PA SAO SO IL LL EE A EAD 
(Percentage of Cases in Specified Ranges) 


Die LO occ eerie nthe 47.6 38.9 37.4 37.3 38.1 33.5 
DM ea OO cles -catn. ate a 21.9 29.4 es Hoon 14.8 16.3 76k 
Ys em oinis ord ste 7.6 13.9 14.5 14.1 12.9 13.0 7 
OL Sia. 5 argialvace 5.7 2.6 6.7 6.9 8.6 7.0 
41 _ 50 @8e 0604000 LAY §.6 tl 5 e 10.0 6.1 6.8 
2 ees a LO 2.9 3.3 3.7 5.5 3.3 6.5 
Gt IO ty sls oe otek 1.9 2.3 4.4 2.8 3.8: 4.9 

1S EES gee Apa Anes 6.7 4.0 6.9 8.6 10.9 13.2 4 

NR ake range citar 100 100 100 100 100 100 

No. of Cases .ecoe . 105 303 297 290 394 370 
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Summa ry of Reported Family Living Expenditures, 1934 


A regional summary of the principal farm living expenditures is giveo in 
the following table:- 


Table 17. - Principal Family Average Livi ng Expenditures, 1954 


——— — oe ee ———— ——— — 
~ —— —— A AO a A a A A ee ee ne ee 


Average Fouse- 
No. of hold 
Ares Persons Food Fuel Cloth- pyrnish- Fealth Miscell- Total 
per ing ings aneous 
Pm, Family 

“| a a Ta aT Ua eat er Tar a 
Maritimes ...c« 5.8 138 29 123 497 4S 127 507 
WISGES seccecee 8.4 139 37 128 aq 4) 109 498 
ONSETLO) see ss os Ds pbs) 65 ee 52 47 107 548 
Manitoba ...... 6.0 133 58 129 48 45 104 517 
Saskatchewan .. 5.7 159 100 119 47 46 103 674 
ALDSIEA cccicses Deo 163 61 141 66 67 113 611 


Percentage Distribution of Principal Family Living Expenditures 


Maritimes ..... 27.2 5.7 24.3 9.3 8.5 25.0 100.0 
Quebec ecscoeoe 27.9 7.4 25%s7, 8.8 8.2 22.0 100.0 
DNCATIO ese eves 28.3. 11.9 ease 9.5 8.6 19.5 100.0 
Manitoba ...... BO vt Liem 25.0 9.3 8.7 20.1 100.0 
Saskatchewan .. 27.7 17.4 20.7 S.2 8.0 18.0 100.0 
PAlberta .scccss 2607 10.0 25.0 10.8 11.0 18.5 100.0 


ree rere ES I SL I LE SLL I DS EI LED ALL 


These averages have been used to compute group weights for price index numbers 
of farm living purchases. Inferences fran them regarding living standards are limited 
by variations in amounts of foods and fuels provided from the farm and by the possibility 
of bias due to the fact tbat crop correspondents are not necessarily typical farmers. 
However, certain points of similarity and difference appear worthy of notice. Averages 
for health maintenance are exceptionally consistent apart from that for Alberta, and 
differences in household furnishings averages were also very slight. High fuel expendi- 
tures in Saskatchewan were reasonable in view of the limited wood resources of southern 
areas in that province. Wide variability in food expenditures was undoubtedly related 


to proportions of foods furnished from farms. 


Total living costs showed a definite tendency to rise as the number of persons 
. per household increased, but at a much less than proportionate rate. Living costs for 
_ gix-person households were usually about double those for two-person households. The 
_steadiest rate of increase in expenditures as the household became larger occurred for 
foods. From Ontario west, provincial average food expenditures for two-person households 


_ ranged from 71 per cent to 74 per cent of averages for all ret 9? Si aaa 
range for four-person averages was from 91 per cent to 96 per cent, an p 
femilies from 112 per cent to 127 per cent. Quebec figures at corresponding person 
levels were somewhat lower due to the larger average number of persons per household. ‘ 
In no other group was such consistency observable. Fuel expenditures showed an extremely 


- 
* 
,- 
: 


, 1934 
HOUSEHOLD 


CLOTHING 


FOR FARM FAMILY LIVING 
FOOD 


REGIONAL AVERAGE EXPENDITURES 


i 2 KIOWWOOss, 
z = NSE 
s 3 “ 
rat Z Sp 
= Nay 

\i NINN 
Ske ™ yeh 
ye 3 UNE: 
IWR Sp : RY 
DW 2 % 
Yy 


is 
N ‘i 


ws 
Bue 


S 


“LX NE 


Table 18. - Average enditure for Farm Livi Requirements, 1934--Accordi to Number of Equivalent Adults per Famil 


Eastern Canada 


a A NS SS 
cr cet ern eet ee ater eet eae natal eee a ea RS TLS LS SS LL LL LLL LLL LL LD 


Maritime Provinces Quebec Ontario 
Equiva-  —————$ OD oe 
lent House- House- Eouse- 
‘Adults hold Mis- hold Mis- hold Mis - 
per Food Fuel Cloth- Equip- Health cell- Food Fuel Cloth- Equip- Health cell- Food Fuel Cloth- Equip- Fealth cell- 
Hous e- ing ment an- ing ment an- ing ment an- 
hold and eous and eous and eous 
Sup- Sup- Sup- 
plies plies plies 
$ ¢ ¢$ $ $0 2 a8 $ ¢ F¢ $ $ $ $ $$ $ $ $ 
Laan on 52 5 39 10 4 32 - ~ ~ - - - 80 43 39 17 v4 44 
B asuesns 96 ll 61 50 10 89 ~ - - ~ ~ ~ 115 70 84 47 17 66 
D sesence 107 18 70 28 75 101 89 56 76 40 18 56 131 59 86 48 38 77 
4 ccvcces 144 37 151 61 54 144 114 31 83 45 35 120 145 65 124 47 60 133 
BS secvsse 142 36 113 38 21 120 120 37 106 42 53 89 162 63 121 45 55 114 
6 cetivecs 149 29 118 53 31 115 130 31 126 39 46 95 197 65 166 64 58 137 
Over 6 .. E7Os SL 203 66 55 175 158 37 128 47 43 132 211 82 203 77 42 146 
Average.. 138 29 123 47 43 127 139 37 128 ag 41 109 155 65 122 52 47 107 


Western Canad 


erent oc rset cee te AS tlc Ac an EAGLE LAI IAA LASALLE LS LLL LTE LEE A LAL LOS 


Manitoba Saskatchewan Alberta 


eovcces 93 30 35 23 3 42 Yor “oO. Ol 16 20 26 m7 | al: & dS 21 2 19 


1 

2 sccceee 99 41 67 32 19 62% clio. (56° “S82 |. od 22 So 2185 55) 39 29 Sl 
3S eccoccee 107 60 gh 36 28 Se Silos, tee) e772 36 44 78 141 S52 102 Sl 45 92 
4h ceccces MAZ%, SF, — 105 44 435 96 145 92 102 39 38 91 155 63 1357 69 68 96 
BD ccsccos &tOG> OF. 0 124 50 62 Bae e454 ©92 lio 46 435 125 159 72 159 66 64 124 
GC cescese 2349) SL + 165 58 46 125 201 95 153 87 50 112 196 63 205 89 97 161 
Over 6.. 155 67 198 61 49 LS Pee IST 18h 67 69 128 236 76 259 88 108 195 


Average... 133 58 129 48 45 104 159 100 119 47 46 105 165 61 141 66 67 113 
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erratic progression as persons per household mounted. Those for clothing and house 
furnishings moved sharply upward in the lower person groups, and then more gradually 

in the higher groups. There was a greater degree of scatter about clothing and furnish- 
ings averages than was true of foods. In order to improve comparability of records for 
families with varying numbers of children and adults, the consumption of each child 

under 18 years was considered equal to 0.6 of the consumption of one adult. This estimate 
was made after a consideration of available consumption scales based upon requirements 

of a normal adult male. ; 


Purchases of Specified Foods 


Seperate records were obtained for 22 principal farm food purchases upon 
which’ to base consumption weights for the food price index described in the preceding 
section. Purchases of these foods are calculated to be approximately 60 per cent of 
the retail value of a complete food budget. The list of items contains several important 
omissions, including milk, eggs, and fresh vegetables which are very largely supplied 
from home production. Both purchases and home production were obtained for certain other 
foods including meats, butter, cheese, and flour, but purchase estimates only were uti- 
lized in computing index weights. Provincial averages of quantities purchased were fairly 
consistent with the exception of beef, flour, and eastern figures for pork, all items 
for which there was considerable variation in amounts furnished from the farm. For the 
majority of foods Prairie Province averages centred around one level and those for east- 
ern Canada and British Columbia around another. Although British Columbia data were in- 
sufficient to provide reliable averages, there was evidence that consumption in that 
province corresponded more closely to consumption in eastern Canada, than to that of the 
Prairie Provinces. Certain provincial averages showed exceptional features, as may be 
observed from Chart 5. Quebec purchases of pork and rice were relatively high, but low 
for rolled oats. Ontario cheese purchases were the highest per family in any province. 
Western figures for jam, prunes, and canned tomatoes were much above those in the east, 
but approximately the same for other canned fruits and vegetables. 


Provincial averages for 1934 foods purchased and furnished from the farm are 
shown in Table 20. Eastern figures for meats show a decided margin over western pur- 
chases, but large quantities of meats were furnished from farms upon the prairies. 
Western purchases of flour and rolled oats were somewhat higher than eastern averages, 
but otherwise regional variations appeared of little consequence. 


Table 19. - Value Relationships Between Foods Furnished and Purchased, 1934 


Maritimes Quebec Ontario 


Item 
Furnished Purchased Furnished Purchased Furnished Purchased 

pc. DeCo Doce pec. pec. DCs 

Meats P9eeesexenee e088 @ 77.2 22.8 78.5 21.5 72.0 28.0 ps 
Butter and cheese... 82.9 17.1 74.0 26.0 64.0 36.0 
Flour Ceeee SC eeseeenee 26.0 974.0 23.4 76.6 =. BLU 79.0 
Canned goods ons-a sles Bo 97.71 4 69.6 80.4 rBAALG 79.0 
Sugar ®®e@eeeeeeeceee rags 100.0 + re) 94.7 — 100.0 
Tea and coffee ..... -~ 100.0 - 100.0 - 100.0 
Miscellaneous e@eeeee = 100.0 0.4 99.6 1.0 99.0 
Total ys cue 57.3 42.7 58.6 41.4 51.5 48.5 
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REGIONAL AVERAGE QUANTITIES OF FOODS 
PURCHASED PER FARM FAMILY, 1934 
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REGIONAL AVERAGE QUANTITIES OF FOOD 
PURCHASED PER FARM FAMILY, 1934 


ROLLED OATS _ 
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Table 19. - Cont'd 


rene 


Manitobe Saskat chewan Alberta 
Item eee ne ee 
Furnished Purchased Furnished Purchased Furnished Purchased 

DeCe Dsts Pets D.C. DeCe D.¢. 
RMU ais whe bo ooo oo ce 86.5 13.5 90.9 9.1 87.0 13.0 
Butter and cheese ., 89.3 10.7 90.5 9.5 89.0 11.0 
Flour e@eeoaeec es @eGee2e6c 8 39.7 60.3 26.9 feieel 43.0 57.0 
Canned goods ..ccoee 29.0 71.0 6.3 93.7 10.0 90.0 
Sugar eeeteeseoeeveoene er 100.0 “oy 100.0 a 100.0 
iTea and coffee ..cce «= 100.0 - 100.0 - 100.0 
Miscellaneous ...... 0.6 99.4 0.2 99.8 1.0 99.0 
Total @eeeoeoo ov ace 65.5 34.5 63.0 37.0 64.0 36.0 


ILL LI LEELA CE LS EE Se SP iano 


iTable 20. - Average Consumption of Specified Food Items, Furnished from the Farm and 


Purchased, 1934 


Beef ceeseoeee pound 276 101 ove “e 192 125 
Pork @#eeeoeeeoee rs 199 19 Sor 62 2228 32 
Bacon .eceeee ” 14 10 10 3) 21 10 
Lard sccccece bad 17 33 55 4.9 25 26 
Butter weccce ss 173 28 138 40 128 54 
Cheese ..csee ws 6 13 4 ll 4 24 
BLOUL sssceecs = 273 775 249 818 159 587 
Rolled oats... 6 bod 116 Lo 63 Lie 85 
Rice eoeoeoeoes ee = 7 — 43 bons 10 
Canned 

tomatoes ... can - 16 26 bt. 4 13 
Canned peas.. . r 7 2 2 1 8 
Canned corn.. - - 7 9 4 1 7 
Canned 

peaches eeee e ee 2 ed 1 2 1 
EI pe neenesc pound a! 3 26 5 3 5 
PYuneS .eoee. “ i 10 ~ 5 ~ 8 
Raisins ereene “ — 20 i Li = - 
urrants eoee * a 5 ae 3 > 

Sugar eeeoverce “ a 259 21 574 ba bir 
Borfee cece. " - 5 = 6 : a 
Tea eorceveeecce " 7 21 a 12 T 12 
Vinegar eeeeoe quart od 13 Se 11 1 
| 
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Table 20. - Continued 


ee cece on ee PS NS SS A SI I LS DE EA LITE EOI 


coke Manitoba Saskatchewan Alberta 
Item Con- el 

sump~ Furnished Purchased Furnished Purchased Furnished Purchased 

tion 
Beef seats ves s os... pound 419 97 464 59 451 83 
POD. cicis'clhe once be " 218 11 266 14 247 15 
BACON iiss Relevecs's M 58 5 73 5 66 10 
Eard ecwes cere’ " 33 16 42 14 42 16 
Butter. «sGiedd secs " 191 12 205 | 13 181 13 
Cheese cscccccces 7" 8 13 10 10 10 13 
PLOUY “cists vlsicis sits e vd 478 726 318 861 458 608 
Rolled oats ceooe Wy - 112 es 110 ~ 98 
Rice @eeeoe2ee0202080 4 = 20 = 18 baad 24 
Canned tomatoes... can 3 14 1 23 Ai 33 
Canned peas ecooes J 3 4 1 6 2 7 
Canned Corn .ecose " 2 5 1 4 1 8 
Canned peaches .« Me - } - 2 - 2 
JAM evevcsocseves pound 8 16 3 37 ? 39 
Prunes @@88 080008 " = 16 = 20 = 24 
Raisins. ocr " - 21 = 25 - 25 
Currents loess eels s W - 8 = 8 - é 
SUGAT acs ewmeweuce ~ “ 361 - he - 339 
Coffee ee@eeooe eee by = 12 Naan! 18 Gad 21 
TOG scale ese cicle ce » 7 = 7 - A is’ 
Vinegar .sccccces quart - 12 - 11 - 11 


o—aam Ba AY ea pein a Be ee et 2 Set AD 
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Clothing Purchases 


Variability from province to province in quantities of clothing items purchased 
in 1934 was much less than for foods. Separate estimates for purchases of 26 items of 
men’s and women's clothing were obtained and in addition, corresponding estimates of 
"normal" year purchases. Correspondents also reported total expenditures for all cloth- 
ing in 1934. Regional differences in clothing averages for 1934 appeared closely related 
to the size of family and to economic conditions. Prairie province averages were fre- 
quently lower than those for Ontario for items such as suits and overcoats, but higher 
for overalls, socks, etc. Western averages for women's clothing were generally lower 
than those for eastern provinces. 


The most pronounced differences between eastern and western returns appeared 
in comparisons of 1934 and "normal” year averages. The former for Quebec were nearly 
always moderately lower than the estimated "normal", but for Ontario, 1954 figures in 
many instances were greater than "normal". For the Prairie Provinces "normal" purchases 
almest invariably exceeded those for 1934 by considerable amounts. In Saskatchewan they 
were frequently double the 1934 figures. 
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.” 21. - Average enti of Clothing Purchased in 1954 and in a "Normal" Year Q) 


Item Maritimes . Quebec Ontario 


1934 "Normal" 1934 "Normal* 1934 “Normal” 
ar LLL 
Men's Clothing No No. No. No. No. . No. 


MVEPCOAtS ccsvicedeccece 
MIL CE  &v.6.0 4.0. 6.5:0.0.¢ 6.0.9 4.0 
Sweaters ..ccccccvcece 
Overalls @eeseeeveeeeoeee8 
MSo0CKS, PALTS coccccces 
Underwear ceccccccccce 
‘ Pyjamas e@eeeoovoeeseoeeoeee 
Shirts ae ee ee oe oe 
Mitts, pairs cecccsees 
? Caps @eeeeeoeoeveevoeoeoe eo eeee@ 
Boots, pairs ceocsecses 


Women's Clothin 


e eeese 
(on ee ee 
@® @ € e.6.°8 
e ee 8 @ 
) 
eee 


e 
e 
e 
e 
e 
e 


ee 
VQeENPOWNUTNHOF 
2. ge e 
KQWOOoOrnPPrPPoOWO 
e 
e 
GR AAS GAIAM OO 
e 
PAOD Kus on 
es @ 


PH OQUONIA WH OO 
e 
PANNAIQIDOOWDWOM™M ° 


eo ¢@ 
e ° 
RQErAAS NS Girko 
OUINerY XN VWWOWONOOD 


UVUPEROP OHHH 
@ 
ARrPOUNMOF HIN 


AWA NIo fF OkFrO 
e 
Ger EURDHNYHw 


— Topcoats cocccccccccce 0.7 1.1 Weds 1.5 0.7 1.0 
House GresseS ceoorcece Dee 3.0 4.0 4.4 Ho PES) 3.2 
BWEAtETS .oc ccc cc esies Ise 1.3 ES 1.3 1.0 1.0 
Skirts eeeteeooveeoeoevneea oe 1.6 ve ab ate) UO? y 204 
SPREE CO Cua Or 1.9 1.9 PAP) 3.0 1.9 1.9 
Stockings, pairs ...-.. 6.4 5.8 6.2 6.9 6.8 6.2 
PYJAMas ccccorceseccce Eve 1.1 0.6 0.7 A ee 1.1 
BEMET S's pis 50:0 € <.b.0°2 ote 2.8 2.7 3.9 4.0 Pit: 26 
Bloomers ..--ccscocese 4.0 364 4.3 4.7 3.7 3.9 
« Slips @eeeeooeaosvseeoe?e 2G e@ © ark 2.0 264 2.8 ree rane b 
Aprons @eseeeooaoeue2ea2e se @80860 Seo 35.0 ee | 5.4 5.6 Se4 
Gloves, pairs eccceces 1.8 1.8 ae. 2.6 1.7 1.8 
BOS, PAITS .cccccces Del 3.3 4.0 4.5 3.5 3.2 
Overshoes, pairs ceeece 1.2. 1.0 0.1 0.2 1.7 1.0 
. Piece goods, yards ... 19.4 19.7 17.0 18.7 27.0 — 26.6 
Item Manit oba Saskatchewan Alberta 
Men's Clothing 
Overcoats @eeeveeeeoeo2e80808 0.6 te 0.4 Leo Pas) 1.2 
‘ Suits @eeeaeevoeev @eeeveoped 0.7 A be: OLD ek Oc7 1.4 
Sweaters wsccccccvscces 1.5 20 LS 204 1.4 0.35 
Pre PLS OF esa ec ce « « ox 4.6 4.8 4.9 6.0 5.0 5.2 
Socks, pairs eceee2ec0es 9.2 9.9 9.9 12.8 11.0 eee 
Underwear ceccccccrccces 4.2 4.9 4.4 6.5 4.6 5.4 
PVYJEMOS secccesccsoses 0.7 LL 0.6 1.5 0.9 1.4 
ETL ‘iy wicihs a oh.s 60.6.0 5:9 6.1 6.7 6.1 8.3 6.5 7.4 
BtGte,- Pairs wiesseees 4.2 4.3 509 4.5 3.6 3.9 
ic in:tw seat euniare~e-0re:e-ese7e Zed 2-6 2.0 30d 260 226 
BOOTS, PAITS ccecesese 4.1 4.6 4.35 5.7 4.2 4.8 


Women's Clothing 


Topcoats @esveeeoeoov ee e200 8 0 0.6 ie Ceo 1.6 0.7 Oe 
Fous e dresses eeseecvee 5e7 4.5 4.2 6.3 4.1 Dex 
BEIWOATETS “Sesveccccccse 0.9 1a 0.8 2.0 0.9 1.5 
Skirts eee@eoteeeaoeeeeoeeoeeode YG 1.8 Pel 2.1 12 1.8 
Fats eeeeeoeoeeoeeoeeoee oe © 1.6 Ben bo 2.8 1s 262 
Stockings, pairs ..... 7.4 8.4 ak 10.2 7.9 9.3 
MTRMAB scccsscacvecse Dek 1.5 Tel Zel 1.1 1.5 
Vests @eeeoeceaoev eevee ee ee 2.6 Sek Bie 4.1 Sat 3.4 
Bloomers eeeeoeoeoeee 20 8@ 4.4 4.9 4.4 6.5 4.6 5.4 
Slips Coeeceercerececcsecs ook 2.6 1.9 5.4 Sel re § 
Aprons eeeeseevoeoeoeoea eeeeece my ets 3.9 3.0 4.9 3.4 4.2 
mEOVOS, PAITS woossece Le? Zen 1.5 2.9 1.7 24 
ts DGLTE sscsceess 3.6 4.0 3.8 5.4 3.7 4.3 
Overshoes, pairs ..... 1.3 1.7 1.4 2.95 1.3 1.8 
Piece goods, yards ... 21.5 25.5 Zeek 35.9 23.9 28.7 


Se ee ee 


(1) See footnote Table 3. 
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32. 
Fuel 


of wood lots. Quebec schedules showed practically all heating needs supplied by wood 
cut from the farm. Saskatchewan farms, on the other extreme, were able to provide 
relatively small quantities of wood which had to be supplemented by considerable pur- 
chases of wood and coal. Western fuel bills under such circumstances were naturally 
much higher than those for the eastern provinces. Although reports on electricity costs 
were obtained, electricity was not considered as typical of fuel consumption and has not | 
been included in the farm living cost index. Percentages of farms reporting expenditure 
on electricity were as follows: Maritimes 22, Quebec 40, Ontario 24, Manitoba 11, 
Saskatchewan 10, Alberta 17. In 1931 the census of agriculture showed percentages of 
farms with electric light or gas which were considerably lower than these. They were: 
Canada fo, Prince Edward Island 4, Nova Scotia 10, New Brunswick 7, Quebec 14, Ontario 
17, Manitoba 4, Saskatchewan 3, Alberta 3, and British Columbia 25. Considerable pur- 
chases of kerosene indicated the continuing prevalence of the kerosene lamp for illumin- 
ation. 


Table 22. - Average Family Fuel Consumption, 1934 


The value of purchases of farm fuels is affected greatly by the occurrence | 


Unit Saskat- 
Item of Maritimes Quebec Ontario Manitoba chewan Alberta 
Measure- 
meee MENS A ee ane e 
Wood bought @eeeooeoee * 1.0 Sisk: See 4.2 4.3 2.0 
Coal bought @eeeeoesecee ton 0.8 0.2 1.0 NALS) 7.0 6.0 
BONOSENC [2 0 00's 4 de ols gallon 2001 14.4 24.9 30.4 28.8 25.0 


Household Furnishings and Supplies 


The estimated value of purchases in 1934 and a "normal" year were reported for 
furniture and furnishings, hardware, bedding and linens, drug store preparations and 
cleaning supplies. No detail was requested, and individual commodity weights in the fore 
going price index numbers for these groups have been estimated. Regional variations in 
1934 family expenditures under this heading were comparatively small. Provincial aver- 
ages were close to $50 per family, with the exception of Alberta, for which averages for 
furniture and hardware were Slightly higher. 


Table 23. - Provincial Average Expenditures on Household Furnishings and Supplies, 1934 


Item Maritimes Quebec Ontario Manitoba Saskatchewan Alberta 
Textile Furnishings... 7 5 8 8 7 8 
PRUDOL CULM” i6.0.ei0:5k%cie 0104's 17 12 15 ll 10 21 
Eousehold hardware .., 9 12 14 13 14 19 
Drugs and sundries .., 7 9 8 8 8 9 
Cleaning supplies .... 7 6 7 8 8 9 


Total Household Equip- 
ment and Supplies .... 47 44 52 48 47 66 
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Eealth and Miscellaneous Expenditures 


Expenditure estimates grouped under this heading included doctors’ and 
dentists' fees, hospital bills, life insurance premiums, newspapers and magazines, 
educational expenses, tobacco, and telephone bills. The combined expenditures on 
health maintenance averaged close to $45 per family, except in Alberta for which it 
was $67. Insurance expenditures averaged approximately $50 per family in all provin- 
ces. The only other item of comparable importance was educational expenses. Exclusive 
of taxes devoted to educational systems, provincial cash expenditure estimate averages 
under this heading ranged from $27 to $43 per family. 


Table 24. - Average Expenditure on Fealth and Miscellaneous Living Requirements, 1954 


Item Maritime Quebe Ontario Manitoba Saskatchewan Alberta 


Eealth 
Doctors , fees e@eeene00 20 20 27 24 25 ‘ 35 
Dentists' fees ...es-e 9 f tal 12 10 13 
Total Health ....-- 43 41 47 45 46 67 
Miscellaneous 
“Life insurance ...0.. 56 ag 53 52 50 51 
Newspapers and 
MawaZ INES: ~%'c\s'e's's'e'0'e 8 ? 9 7] 6 a oi 8 
Educational 
EXPODS CH "a o's o's's'e'e'e'e 40 43 27 27 30 34 
Tobacco eeeesesesveeeses Mak 9 4f 9 8 ll 
TOLGDNONC? SVs oes’ 12 6 12 9 9 9 
Total Miscellaneous 127 109 108 104 103 113 
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FARM LIVING COST PRICE INDEX NUMBER WEIGHTING SYSTEM 


Regional Weights (based upon the number of farms in specified areas) 
| | Province Region 


Eastern Canada cccccccvcccccescccccescccce : 60 
Quebec digo bala'e 6's s Ad a4 Smad a niaie oa ae aiaanie are 25 
ONCAPLIO. seccececeserececesaseseccececsees 24 

Western Canada wecccccscccccccccscccccccce 40 
Mani tobe. ..c0.0.0.0:0.6:0.0 0.0.0:0 0/0 0,60 e010 e160 elels.e e's 8 
Saskatchewan CCOCHCHOOH OE LE ROLES OOE LOCO E OS 1? 
AUDOPUAs oi. so 'c.s 4 60's os 00 005.0 cieles ee ties alee 12 


Family Budget Weights (based upon 1934 survey of Canadian Farm Living Expenditures) 


Groups and Items Unit Moiguts for Individual Items Group Weights . 


East 1S - East West 
Foods = 29 ly 
Beef, fresh ccocee pound 104 . 72 ” 
Pork, fresh .ooese " 41 . _14 
BB CON Miers e.0.8's sisi ais wd 8 7 
TSAR are: tale ou\e!o: otals's " 35 15 
UBUtten co ..cccsse< * 45 14 
CHEGSE: cacsccscces " 18 12 
PLOUT Bos «0 ccccc eos n 699 734 
Rolled oats coccos ¥ 81 106 
RECOQU0s caine ose daas " 22 . 21 
Canned tomatoes... can - 2 1/2's 15 24 
ud PCEAS secoee % = 2Btg oO? 6 
ey COPD ccoecsee “* = B'S 6 7 
is peaches .e-e "n  - 2's ul 2 
Jam, raspberry ... pound +) ol 
PPUNGS. «'5\cic oe s\e'wie she bi q 20 
MOSALUS o citalecalee 6. " 16 23 
COrrants 2% se oes " 4 ee 
SURED). sceive e's boo " 3535 357 
COLTEG) cscs sek cens " ' 6 17 
Be a eee ore Me 15 16 
VAIDCRET ccc cc cee ue quart 12 11 
UGE Sieiele eels n alee. pound 35* 35* 
* Estimated. 
Clothing 
Men's Wear - ee oe 
Boots, leather, : | 
WOLKE 5.4.5 0164s 65 66 pair 3.0 3.0 
Gum rubbers ..... by 1.90 1.0 
Socks, wool, work " 4.0 7.0 
Socks, cashmere.. " 2.0 3.0 
Mitts, horsehide. " 4.0 4.0 
Shirts, flannel.. one 2.0 2.0 


Family Budget Weights - Continued 


Groups and Items Unit Weights for Individual Items Group Weights 
Clothing - Cont'd 


Men's Wear - 
BRS Pee Or) occ 0s one 
Sweaters, wool ..... — 
PV IOMBS tsiewlssccceces pair 
Undershirts ..cccoee one 
Underdrawers ..sesoe. a 
Combinations stelele ee 6 > ad 
Mackinaw coats ..e.. " 
PROPEL TEs coca vee n 
SULUS- ses seus ewes eee . 
; i] 
re 
? 


East ; West East West 


@ 
@ 


OUBPCOGLE: cieiweseeee< 
BYOGCHG Sn. owwiswcicie e 
Trousers, cotton ... 


VH OP BUONKPRFPORA 
eo 


e 
*e 
eoonmcoucooowso 


COMDONDOOANO 


Women's Wear - 
Shoes eeeesceeeeecenee pair 
REDBONE us onnvo c'eie:eipinis 0 . 
OvVershoes .ccccccces Wy 
Stockings, cashmere. 
Stockings, silk .... 
Gloves, woollen .... 
COatS ceccvcccccsces fe) 
Sweaters cecccsccece 
House dresses .ecoce 
APPONS SVOTLNG? oc.0:00 0 
Slips, cotton .ccses 
Bloomers, cotton, 
fleece lined ...... 
Bloomers, rayon .... 
Vests, WOO] .ecceece 
Vests, rayon ...csee. 
Nightgown .cccccsces 
Dress, Wool ceccoces 
DPSEs) 5 LG hs once 2 


Materials, Yarns and 

Threads - 

Gingham csoceseseces yard 

Flannelette .cccocce 

Dress goods, wool .. 

Dress goods, silk .. 

OYSCORNG Si's's se s's's's'ee 

Yarn, Scotch finger- 
LUG -wivinls -« 0.9.0.0.0.003.0 6 pound 

Yarn “KKER UUM ME ROE ball 

Spools of thread ... one 


Fuel - 10 14 


Wood eeeeeoeoen*##@oee oe @ cord 2.6 
Coal eeeeseevceseo oe eeeod ton 0.6 
Coke @eeeoeoeeaeoeeneeeoese ees ton UPR 
Kerosene .ecciccoces gallon 16.7 


@ 
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Anthracite coal used in Quebec and Ontario; Bituminous in Nova Scotia, Manitoba, Saskat- 
chewan, Alberta, British Columbia, 


Household Equipment and Supplies * 


Groups and Items 


Household Equipment 
. fextiles - 


BISNKOCS sie hs ace 
Sheets cs steseee oss 
Bath towels .ce.eoe. 
Table cloth e.e.e- 
Table napkins .... 
Mattress .esccecvee 
Window shades .... 


Furnishing - 


Book CaS€ ceccsoes 
DOSE eccscciccovves 
COUCH va aisle neue wiciels 
Library table .. ee 
Living room chair. 
Bedstead: ccceccccs 
SPINES: 10's vies wieie e's 
Chiffoniers ....0.. 
(until 1926) 
DFOSSOT suse s sees 
BUC LOU foeccaae caer 
Table, dining .... 
Chairs, dining ... 
Cupboard, kitchen. 
Chairs, kitchen .. 
Table, kitchen ... 
Sewing machine ... 
Linoleum ..cecceee 


Hardware - 
Cullender ..scceee 
(until 1926) 
DESH DAN. 6-s:a:0's wreie.c 
Double boiler .... 
Preserving kettle. 
BEC TTONS. os .0s cicc 


Frying pan .ocece. 
Tea kettle ...cce. 
BOG NOU: 6.00 c46eo 
Wash boiler ...... 
Washing machine ., 
Water bucket ..... 
Butcher knife .... 
Paring knife ..... 
SMOG sp valele sec c-e.é 
Oil lamp, glass 
DUE OG) 6s.s d's 6 wioclale 


Unit 


Ld 


half dozen 
one 
half dozen 
one 
La] 


yard 


set of 3 irons 
and stand 


im) 


333323233385 
@ 
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Weights for 
Individual Items 
East Nest 

0.5 0.5 
Leo 1.0 
2.0 2.0 
0.2 0.2 
Orr 0.1 
0.2 0.2 
1.0 LO 
0.05 0.05 
0.05 0.05 
0.1 0.1 
0.05 0.05 
OL 0.1 
0.07 0.07 
0.1 0.1 
0.05 0.05 
0.05 0.05 
0.05. . 0.05 
0.05 0.05 
0.07 0.4 (each) 
0.04 — 0.04 
Oct: 0.6 (each) 
0.07 0.07 
0.05 0.05 
1.0 1.0 
0.1 0.1 
0.1 0.1 
QO.1 0.1 
0.2 0.2 
0.05 0.05 
0.2 0.2 
0.2 0.2 
0.2 0.2 
0.2 0.2 
0.07 0.07 
0.5 0.5 
0.2 0.2 
1.0 1.0 
0.05 0.05 
0.2 0.2 


Sub-group 
Weight 


75 
20 


50 


Group Weights 


East 


8 


West — 
9 


Ole 
Eousehold Equipment and Supplies* 


Weights for Sub-group 
Groups and Items Unit Individual Items Weight Group Weights 
East West East West 
Fousehold Equipment 
Hardware - Cont'd 
Clothes line ..... 50 ft.length 1.0 1.0 
MOD less e¥ eens sees one 0.2 0.2 
BOLING 1. as es.06 " 0.1 0.1 
Floor enamel ..... gallon 0.2 0.2 
Drugs, Sundries and 
Cleaning Supplies 
s and Sundries - 50 
Dodds Kidney Pills box 1.0 1.0 
Cuticura ointment. " 2.0 2.0 
Olive of1 .....¢+- 8-10 oz.bottle 1.0 1.0 
UMSTOT) O11) « oae's 00 SOzae it 2.0 2.0 
Epsom salts ..csee pound 1.0 1.0 
Hydrogen peroxide. 16 oz.bottle 0.5 0.5 
Boracic acid 
DOWGCT: 4 0.0 0s 60400 pound 1.0 0.6 
Tincture of iodine 2 oz.bottle 2.0 2.0 
Hot water bottle.. one 0.2 0.2 
RistOrine Vs cc cca 14 oz.bottle 1.0 1.0 
TOOCH Brush ss sss 6 one 209 2.9 
Tooth paste ..ecee tube 7.0 7.0 
Shaving stick .... one 2.0 2.0 
Cleaning Supplies - 50 
Soap, castile .... dozen cakes 6 6 
DOM AMT nase so 660 cake 1 uf 
Old Dutch Cleanser can 3 3 
Lux eCoeeesesseveer package 6 6 
Laundry soap ..... dozen Ke) 3 
Health - 8 9 
) Doctor's fees ese. 54 53 
| Dentist's fees ... 21 22 
| Hospital bills ... 25 Bo 
Miscellaneous - 21 19 
| Tife Insurance ... 65 67 
Newspapers and 
MAGAZINES .weccces +) 4 
Books eeeoeoeaeeoeoeceeoe29 6 +e} 
| TODACCO eocccecces pia 12 
Telephone sccccecee 13 12 é 
Total ssevcssve 100 100 


¥ Textiles, Furnishings and Household Hardware indexes weighted 20,50 and 30 respectively, 
and combined into a separete index of Household Equipment. The Drugs and Sundries in- 
dexes and Cleaning Supplies indexes are weighted 50 each and combined into a Drugs, 
Sundries and Cleaning Supplies index. The Household Equipment indexes and Drugs, Sun- 
dries, and Cleaning Supplies Indexes are then weighted 75 and 25 respectively, and com- 
bined into Fousehold Equipment and Supplies indexes. Sub-group weights are the same 
for eastern and western series. 
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